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The two chapters in this unit give us an overview
of the state of the Indian economy as it was af the
eve of independence till afier four decades ol
planned development. which was a path that India
chose. This meant that the Government of India
had to take a series of steps such as the
establishment of the Planning Commission and
announcement offive year plans. An overview of
the goals of five year plans and a critical appraisal
of the merits and limitations of planned development
has been covered in this uril.
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InpiaN EcoNnoMYy
ON THE
EVE or INDEPENDENCE

After studying this ehapter, the learneis will

o become familtar with the state of the iIndian seonomy 1o 19257 the
vear of Indi='s Independence

* understand the factors that led to thes underdevelopment and
stagrafion of {He Indiss ettaitrns.
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“Tudis 1= ﬂl-eptmtnl."nurEmpine If the Empirs Ioses auy other part of fes
Dominion mmmﬂrﬂ;.bqfﬂnlmﬁ:dh the son of onr Empice will have

Victor Alezander Vimce, the Weerorw of Britlzh Indix in 1834

1.1 IsTRODUCTION

Thes prim=ry objeetive of thiz Boolg
Indisny Feopomic Dev=lopment, is-to
familiarise yvou with the basic fesdures
of the Iodlan economy. and lis
developmesnt, =3 it is today, @ the
afterrath of Independence. However, it
iz equally important to know sormetinng
about the conniry's eoomoinic past even
a=von Earnabont its present siste and
futurs prospects. So, letus first logk at
the state of India's economy prior to the
couniiy's independence. and form en
idez of the vadous considerations that
sheped India’'s post-independencs
development sizategy,

The stuctore of Indiz's pres=nt-
dey scomomy is 0ot Just of current
making; it has its roots steeped in
history. particularly in the period when
Indip-was under British role which
tastesd for almest two ceaturies before
Indis finally- won its independence on
15 Aupgust 1847, The sole purpose of
the British colomial mile in Indis was:
ic reduce the country to being = raw
material supplier for Gre=at Britein's

own mapidly sxpanding modsmn
mdusirial base An understanding of
the exploit=tive naturs of this
relaticnship s essential for any
assreament of the kng and level of
develcpment which the Indian
ecanemy hEs been shie to attsin over
the Iast==ven and half decades.

1.2 lLow levwer o Ecosowmme
DEVvELOFMENT UNDER THE
Coronia. RoE

Indiz had an independent sconomy
before the advent of the Batish rule.
Though agriculture was the mmn
source of liveliheod for most peopie.
vetf. the cooniry's econommy was
characterised by various kinds of
marmfactunny acbvities. India was
particulariy well Enown for its
Bendicraft industries inthe Gelds of
cotton and =itk textiles, mets! =nd
precicus stone works etc. These
orodocts enjoved a worldvwide meatiket
based on thes reputation of the fine
guslity of mmaterial nsed and the high
standards of craftsmanship seenim ail
imports from India [See Sox-1.1).

_Box 1.1; Textlle Industry In Bengal

Miusin £ = tvpe of cotton textfie-which had Its origin in Bengal, particularly,
pizees iniand arcund Dhaka |spelled during the pre-independencs parod as
Daccal, now the captial oty of BEangladedh Traccat Musiin had gatned workdwide:
fame 3= s exguistie twpe of cofton textlie, The #nest
eafied mskmal Somettmas. foreten travellss alen ugsd 1o refr to ft ae malimal

<haht or mahnal khae implving that it was worth oy, or St-for, the sovain

of muEin was
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e L



The economic pelicies pursued by
the colonial government in Indis were
concerned more with the protection
and promotion of the economic
interests of their home countty than
with the development of the |ndian
economny. Such policies brought about
A fhmdamental chande in the shrpehiire
of the Indian eronomy i
the country into suppler of raw
materials and consumer of finished
indunstrial products from Brotaimn.

Ebviocusly, the colonial govern-
ment pmever made gmy sincere

attempt to estimate Iodis's national

and per caplta Ineceome. Some
individual attempt=s whirk were
made to messore such locomes
vielded confiicting and inconsisient

results. Among the nofzhie esHmstors

— Padabhal Nacrojl, William Dighy,
Findlay Shirras, VER.V. Rac and

R.C. Besai it was H=zo, whose
estimnates during the coloniz] period
was considered very significant,
However, most studiss did Hod that
the countrv's growth of sgdsegate real
cutput during the first half of the
teeriieth centusywas less than two
per cent coupled with s mesgre Half
per cent 'fromvil in peT capita oubput
PECYEREL

1.3 Asmicrtiral SsctoR

Indis's- scomomemy Under the Biitish
caontal rile remainsd imdamenially
EgTarian — about B3 per cent
of the countzy's populatson lived
mostly ino wvillages, and derived
Lwﬂ_n-u-c}d. mrm"_ﬂv or indirecily from
ngn:n]tu:re {See Bex 1.Z). Hewever,
despite being the gocupation of such
2 large- population, the agricwvlinrel

Box 1.2: Ag::hnﬂ:umﬂm‘ln;

Pm-nrmsh Indis

aupmﬁlufﬂeugal

ingﬂr — fo tti g
whaat

navigation and 'h"ttg;tmﬂ_
- t.hmﬂﬂt:g:hmﬂnui

m&mmﬂamm#mmmw

The French oaveller Bmiﬂ. described
seventzenth l‘.'fnl:IH'_'f 'H-engﬂ !n the

hﬁ'ﬁviﬂnlﬂﬂhiﬂ
m= to believe that it s viches fiian Egvpt.
it exports; Iy abundance: coltons and
siiks, rice. mmmm 1t prodizces

um_r,mupdﬁ
graine, Enwls, sl
andgmstlt‘ha&immﬁnhaﬂsnipisﬂ
=nd-flocks of sheep and goats: Fish of
eyery kind it bss in profusion. From
rafmahal to.the sea ls =n endleas
number of esnals, cut In brgane azes
!i*mmﬂ.'ﬁngﬂﬁv.lmﬁnsahhuurﬁ:r

i g cosmriry inihe sorrnteenih centiay Camirasi o
vear=laiet

!'5! 14 mzﬁﬂs.a_pz:uﬁh:nﬂ
L.E:i:'&n:ﬁﬁ_dz_bminn&
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sector continued to experiencse
stagnation sod. mot infrequentls,
aanusial deterioration. Agrieultural
pro-ductivity became low though in
absahite teres, the s=cbor sxperiencsd
some growth due tn the sxpansion of
tire zpdredate srea under aulbivation.
This stagnation m the agricultural
sector was caussd mainly Because of
the variocus systems of land
settimment thst were imbroducsd by
th= mlonis] Zovermment Fartoiiarly,

under the m=mindary systam which
was implemented in the then Bengal
Presidency comprsing paris of
Indiz's present-day eastsrn stztes,
the profit accroing ost of the
agriculture ssctor went ic the
rammdars instead of the cuitivators

However, 2 comsidersble number of
zamindars. and not just the colonial
government, thd nothving b mprove
the ndition of agricultore, Ths osin

interest of the =apndars was only o
collest rent regardless of the
economic condition of the cultbvators;
this caused Immmense missry and
social tenision among the latter. Tos
very great extent, the terms of the
revenue seitlement were also
responsible for the ramindars
adopting such an attitnde: dates for
depositing specified sums of revenue
were fized. fziling which the
ramindarsvwere to lose their rights.
Besides this, Iow Ievels of technolagy,
fack of Irrigaticon facilities =znd
negligible use of fertilis=rs; all added
up to aggravate the plight of th=s
farmicrs gnd contributed to the
dismal lewel of asgricultuaral
productivity. There was. of courss,
sgme evidednes of & relatively higher
yield ol .cash czops 1. cedfain
greas of the coumtiv due to
commercialisation of agriculture.

ﬁ‘f Work These Ot

P Lﬂmp&rﬁah&mﬁpﬂfﬁxjﬂshlndhmttm_ﬂfmdmdfntlﬂﬁmaﬂﬁﬂmi
out the zress that became-pants of Pakistan Why were those parts o
imporiant @ Indis from the economte point of view? [Refer. o your
advantage Dy Rajendrs Pratad's book, Indis Dndded)

# Whar were the wartous Jorms of r=enue senlement adopted by the Brigsh
I Inidla? Where did they tmmplement them and w what effecs? How far do
woit thinlc thase seiﬂr,mﬁn_i have 2 bearing en the ciorent agrieniniral
smmtnﬁh?ﬂnxm =ttempt 10 ﬂmim*er.heﬂ:qu:ﬂmﬁ you
mmmm Dhrit's Eoanamic Fistory of Indis, whith comes
in three volumee, snd B H Baden-Powell's The Land Sysi=ms of Britich
Indfa, aiss In tvo valumss For betisr comprehension of the subject you
can =is0 trr and deselop an llluswated agrarian mep of Brivsh Indis-either
b hand or'with the help of your sehosl compizier Bemomber, nothing

helps bettar than an fillistrated map to undsrstand the subject at hand]

(&N]
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But this could hardly help farmersin
improving their economic eondition
as. instead of producing food crops.
now theywers producing cash crops:
which were toc be ultinately used by
Hritish indusities back home. Despite
some progress made in irrigation.
Indie’'s agriculture was starved of
investment in terr=cng, deod-control,
drainage and desalinisation of soil.
While & small section of farmers
changed their cropping pattern from
food crops to cormmercial crops: & large
section of tenants, small farmers and
sharecroppers nieither had resources
and terhnology mor had incentive to
imvest o agricuhsre.

1.4 TrouvsTHiAlL SEcToR

An in the casz of agnouibure, so also
in manufaciuring, jndia cauld oot
develop asound Indiistrial baseundsr
the colomsial ruls. Fv=n 3s the couniry's
worid fEmous handicrraft industries
declined, no comresponding modem
industrial base was allowed to come
up to take gride of place so long
sojoved by the former. The pnmany
metive ef the colonial goverrment
Hehind this policy of systamaticslly de=-
indnstrislismg Indiz was fwo-old. The
intention was, first, to reduce Indis to
the status of 2 mWere exportsr of
import=nt raw msicerials for the
unpcoming modern industries in
Botain and! serond, to tum India intg
& sprawiing markst for the fnished
progucts of those indusizies so that
their coptinued expansion could be
ensured to the mexgmum advantags of

their home country— Britain. In the
unfoiding srconomic scesatio, the
dectine of the indigenous handicraft
mdustries created oot only massivs
unemployvment in Indis but slsoa new
dem=nd in the Indian consumer
market whirh was now deprived of the
supply of locally made: goods. This
demand was profitably met by the
increasing fmports of cheap
miamitfachured goods om Britdin.
During the second half of the
omzicenth century, modsrnindusioy
began fo take root In Indis but it=
pregress remalned very slow,
initially, this development was
confined te the sstting up of cotion
and jute textile mill=, The cotion
:E.‘t-ll- mills, matnly dominated by
mns, were focated 1o the wesi=mm
,r.ia'r‘;s of the country, namely,
Mzharashirz .and Gujarat, while
the jute mills dominated by the
foreigners were mainly concentrated
in_Bengal Subsequently, the iron
and steel induistries began coming un
in the begdinning of the twentieth
century., The Tata Ilren and Steel
éﬂ[ﬁ?&ﬂ}' HIS{]G_‘I was incerperated
in 1807 . A few other imdustries o the
fieids of sudar; cement, paper €ic
came up after the Second World War
However, there was hazdly any
capital goods indusiry to help
promete further industrializabon in
India. Capital goeds industry means
industnes which can produce machine
tools whieh are; in turm: used for
produecing artieles for earrent
consnmpbion. Theestabhishment afs
few meanufacturing units hers and

INDIAY ECOhOMY ON THE SVE OF NDEDESDERCE F
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FJ\*’" Work These Out

tron - and sty fartorics.

}mamm—mwhmmmmmm of Indis
wera firss <ot up, Can vou sl find ot what the basie requibremenss o= for
setting up =nv modarn indissti? What, for emmpls. might have baen the
reasons forthe sering up of the Tate Iron and Steel Companyat.famshedpur,
which is now in the state of Jharlkhand?

}Hawmmvmm_edﬁmlﬁmthﬂtmmﬂ-apammﬁﬂnﬂe

thi= bEELh:thEﬁ:id.Erdﬂ*.‘ﬁLﬂ:tﬂhtbﬂI
ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂmrﬂimtﬂmg end upgradation? If ves. hiow £2n thte be
Hene? There Is an argument that industsies whick are not soategic in nawre
should not cantimse 1o be in the public sector. What {s vour vaw?

# Om- 2 map of India; mark the cotton tesiles. {nte mills and textfle mitls thas
exizt=d at the tme of Independenes,

there was po substte io the n=ar
wholesale displacement of the
country’s traditiopal handicraft
indusiries. Furthermore: the growth
rate of the new industrial sector and
113 comtribution to the Gross Domestice
Product (GDF) or Gross Valuc Added
remained very small, Anather
significant drawhack of ths new
industrial sector was the very lonited
=rea of operation of the public s2ctor.
This Secter Temamed confined only to
the railways, power generation.
communications, ports and soms

stherdepariments] ur.ﬂ_ETtaJﬂug‘s_

1.5 Fonsies Trane

naEtion Since ancent times. But the
r=strictive policies of commadity
production; trade and taoff pursued
by the colonial government adversely
affected the structure, composition and
valume of India's for=ign trade

Conseguently, Indiz became an

exparter of primary products such as
raw =sill; cotton, wocl sugar, indigo,
jute etc. and =n moporter of finished
consumer goods Hike-cotton. sille and
woollen clothes and eapltal goods like
light machinery produced In the
factories of Britain. For all practical
pﬂtPBSEE Britain maintainesd =
MOnGPaly ‘cortrol over lndia's exports
and {mports. s a resulf more than
If of Indi='s foreign tzade was
resiricted to Britzin winle the rest was
zllowesd with a few other countries liks
Chinz, Ceylon {511 Lanka) and Persia
[iram). The cpeming of thes Suecz Cansa]
hrrther inten=ified Brifish contro) over
India’s foreign trade [see Box 1.3)
The most imporisnt charectsristic
of India’s foreign trade throughout the
coipnis] peniod was the generastion of
2 largs export surplus. Bat thas
surplus came St 2 huge cost to the
county's econoiy, Several easeritial
commedifies—food gr=ins, clothes;

HDIAN ECONORMIT DEVELODMENT

e L



the Bridsh qule

> F;Epmﬁﬂ_l!st af fiegns that wiere expoyied fom and tmported into Indilg doring

by the Ministy of Tinanee. Govwernment ¢f India, on various ltems of =part
Fom Indis and fts tmports. Compare these: with imports and exports fom
the pre-independence arg. Also find out the names of prominent ports which
now handle the bulk of bedia’s foreign srade

‘kerosene stc. —were scarcely availahle
in the domestic market. Furthermore,
this export surphis did oot s=sult o
any flow of gold or silver into India
Hether, this was nsed to mske

payviments for the expen=es imcurred by
an office set up by the colonial

govermnent o Sriisin, expenses on

war, =gain fought by the Brtish
government, and the import of invisible

items, all of which led to the drein of
mdian wealth.

1.6 Demoerarsic Conpmios
Various detalls abeut the populatizm
of British Irsdis were first collected
through -a esnsus in' 1881, Though
suffering from-certain limitetions, it
evealed the unevenness in Indiza's
population growth. Subseguently,

Befmmery Iz o B .-’-:'5&'“':

Box 1.3: Tiadse 'l'lﬂ:a-ngh the SBues
Canal

Euer {:ar_m;_l ts =n artificial wﬂxrwav
amning from north o $outh sernss the
fsthmus of Suez in norch-sasiern
Egypt! If eonmecis Port- Sald on the
dediterranean Sea with the Guif of
Suer.-an-am of the Hed Sea. The canal
provides 3 direcs wade routs for ships
&pemu_ug hetwEen
Amarican pores and poreg fecated In
Sowth: Asiz, Easr Afrirs and Ceeanis by
domg away with the peed to satl argumd
Africa Strategically and esonomieally;
it 1= ons of 'th= most importamt
waterways In the world. its opening in
1888 reducsd the cost of bansportstion
ard mades acpess o the Indion marked

Eurapean o1
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every En vears such census operations
were carried out Sefore 1921, India
was in the first stage of demographic
transition. Thes szccond stage ef
transition began after 1921, However
neither the total population of Indiz nor
tie rate of population growth at this
stage was very high.

The various-socie] development
indicators were zlse ot guite
was less than 16 per cent, Out of this,
the female literary level was at a
negligible low of about seven per
ce=mt. Public heslth Eoilitiss were
zither unavailable to large chunks of
population or, when available, were
highly inadequate. Consequently.
water and air-borne diseases WeTE
rampant and took a huge toll oo
Life, No wonder. the overall mortality
rate was very high and in that.

__—-h-d_____ -

14

Flg. 1.3 Alarg= srvion of Indi=s populstes i net hare basic goeds ek g bememe

particularly, the infant mortality
rate w=s gquite alarming—about 218
per thousand in contrast to the
present infant mortality rate of 33 per
thousand. Life expectancy was also
very low—32-y=ars in contrast to the
present 62 years, In the abssnce of
rehable dats, it s difficult to specify the
extent of poverty at that time but there
is mo doubt that extensive poverty
presailed in India during the colonis!
period which contributed to the
worseming nrofile of India’s population
of the timme: '

1.7 Ocovrammonal STRUCTORE

During the golonial period: the
cccupetions] structure of Indis, L=,
distribution of working persons
atross different industries and
sectors, showed little sign of change.
The agricultural sector zccounted for

DAY ECONORMIC DEVELOPMENT
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EE,': il Work These Out

o
# Czne yeu find our the
reasons behind fregaent
gccnrrénce of famines In
You may read from Nobel
Laursats AmMarive Sens
bock, Povargy and Famipes:
# Prepare - pie charr for
the occupational sruciurs
in India ar the time of

tndependsnce

the largest share of workdforee, which
usually remained at = high of 70-T5
ger cont whiile the mennfacturing and
the services sectors arcounted for only
I and '15-20 per cent sespectvely
Appther striking aspect was the
growing regionz] variation: Barts
of the then Madras Presidency
[comprising sr=as of the present-day
states of Tamil Nadu, Andhrs
Pradesh, Keralas and Karnataka),
Bombay and Bengal wiltnessed a
devline in the dependence of the
workforce-an the agricultural Sector
with 2 commensurats fncreass-in the
marnufacturing and the :services
sectors. However, there had been 2n
ineciease in theshars of woriloree in
agriculinte during the ssme Hm2 in
siates such a5 Orissa, Rajasthan and
Punjah,

1.B IsrrasrROCTURE

Under the colonizl regime. basic
infrastructurd such "as railways,
ports, water transport, posts and

teiegraphs did develop. However. the
real motve behind this development
was not-to srovide basic smemmities to
the people but to subserve yapous
colonis! mterests. Roads constructed
in India prior to the advent of the
Briti=hz tile wrere not ht for mademn
ttensport. Ths roacs that wers biilt
primarily served ths purposes of
mrobillsing thearmy within India-and
dimwing out ey matersls fomm Bie
country=ide to the oe=rest rdllway
siation or the port to =snd thess ©
By awav England or cither luoative
foreign destinations, There always
remained an acute shorage of ail-
weather roads to reach out te the
rumat aress durng the r=iny season.
Naturaily, thersfore, p=cple mostly
ving 1n theéese areas suffered
grisvously doring natural calamities

The British introduced the
milways (o indi in 1850 =nd it &=
considered g5 one of their most
impartant contributions, The
reifways affected the stmcture of the
Indisn econamy in two [mportant
ways. 0o the one hend it ensbled
people o underiske long distanee
travel -=nd thereby brezk
geographica! and cultural bamers
while, an the other hand, it fostered
commerciziisation of Indizn
agrculture which adversely affected
the self-sufficiency of the willage
economies-in India The velume of
Iedia’s exports undoubtedly
exndndsd but “its benefits rarely
geerued ta the Indign  Deonled
The sorcial bBenefits, whieh the

INDIAY ECOhOMY ON THE SVE OF NDEDESDERCE 11
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Pigd. 1.4 Fo=¢ Raifway Beidese Iribony Smmberwitk THane, 1854

ndian people gained owing to the
introduction of the railways. were
thiis putweighed by the countty's
huge economic loss

Along with the development of
reads and raibways. the cclonial
dispensation slso took measures for
developing the inland trade and sea
lanes. However, these measures were
far from satisfactory. The inland
waterways, 2t Hmes, =3lso proved
uneconomical as in the pass of the
Coast Canal on the Drissa cosst
Though the canal was biitlt at a hoge

Pig:1h Tar= Anfine= 3 dhgonn of Tats and

Lomx, w=s ostablisied o 1052
mEnciratny the sraton secimran Indis

“" Wark This Out
-

> There i 2 percepiion still
gr_-mg around that in
many wavs the Britlsh
adnintistration in Indiz
was guite beneficisl This
pErcepticon  ‘meeds &
infermsd dshats, How
would vou laook st this
perceptton? Argue this
eut in your class—Was
ihe Eritish Ha) gocd for
Indi='?

cost to ths governmment exchisguer, yet,
it fail=d t0 compet= with the rathvavs,
which soon traversed the redgion
rumming parsist te ths canal and had
te be ultimatsly sbandone=d. The
mirndurction of the expeEnsive System
of electric telegraph in triddla, sitmilasly,
served ths purpos=s sf maintammng law
and orden LThs pastsl services, on the
other hand. desplfe serving a ussfl
public o pdss, Temmined ail Boungh
imadequate
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1.8 Corxcersion

By the time India wonits imdependence.
the impact oif the two-cemtury long
HBotish coloniz! rule was already
showing on sl aspects of the Indisn
sconomy. The agricuttural sector was

already saddied with surplus labour

and extremely low productvity. The
industrial sector was crying for
meodernisation, diversification, capacity
building and ‘increaszd public

investment. Foreign trade was oriented
to feed the Incosizis! Revolution in
Britam. [nfrastructure facilities,
incinding the famed failway networl,
pecded opipadiaticn. expansion and
puhlic orientation. Prevalence of
raanpant puverly dnd unsmpiovment
rEquired welilare aonisniation of public
sconcmic polcy. Ina nutshell, the
sorial and seonormie challenges before
tfie country were ennOnons.

Sty

independence period.

depended on 1t fr sustenance:

significant manner, o
7 iack of adequsts publie heabih ©

planning.

' ERecap

7 An understznding of the sconsmy before tndependencs 3 necessary to
knew and spprecists the level of development achieved during the post-

# Underthe colonial dispensation, the economic palicies of the government

Tare cancarmed more whh the-proectfon Sl promotinn af BEritixh
eecnamic intereses than with the need o develop the economle condition
of the colimiesd copmny and ji= pegple

7 The agricultural sector continied ©f experisnce stagnation and
det=torstion dﬁFﬁEﬂ:}Efﬂ_a. that the largest Sarvion of Indian populstion

# The rule of the Erh:lsi: dndia government led o the collapse of Indis's
world famous handiersfe ndustries without contributing, in-any
ts replecement by a modem-industrial baze

calamities and famines paupsrised the kaplzss Indian pesple and
resulisd in#ngeuising high mormlity rates

# Some efforts were made by the-colondal regime to Improve infrastructure-
farfiities but thess sfforts were spiced with salfish motives: Howeve, the-
independent [ndian government hed o buflc on ihis base through

£5. corurrences of { frequent n=hural

INDIAY ECOhOMY ON THE SVE OF NDEDESDERCE
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() | EXERCIBES

L

=
=

L

=

What wes the focus of the sconomic policfes pursied by the colontal
govermment in India” lfhalweﬁ.b;tm;aczﬁlmﬂep&l-_ﬂﬂ“

Name some notabls economists who estimated Indla's per capia
income during the colonial period.

What were the main causes of India’s agriculiural siagnadon during
the zolenis! peried™

Mame zome mioden Indpsipies Tﬁj_hmElﬂﬁpﬂ'ﬂiﬂnln AT STy
3t thes tms of indspendence.

Whar was the two-fold motive behind the syscematic: de-
industialisaron effecied by the Britsh in pre-independentIndia’

The trmﬁﬂﬂnalhﬂndlmfﬁtuﬁumﬂ_amrmmlm&ﬁﬂrmh
e De you agrés with ths view? tﬁt'EIEasm in s:.zpp:zr{ of vour
SMEFET.

Whaz objectives did the Britdshingend te achisve through their
polisies of infrastrustnre development in ndia®

Critleslly spprates somé of the shortfalls of The industrts] paticy
purzued by tha British. colonial adminisivation

What g vou pndesstand by the drein of ndisn wealth during the
colonial peried?

Which Emdﬂﬁﬁdﬁﬂnmgyﬁmmmﬂki&ﬁmapm
transitian from 5 frs o the second deciaive stage?

‘Gire a quantiative appraisal of India’'s demographic profile during
period.

the coiomnial
Highiighr the sallent feanmes of India’s pre-independsnce ocrupational

Uritlerscors some of Indla‘s most cructal economite challenges at the
time of Indapendenca
When was India's first offictal census operation undertaken?

indicats the volume and direciion of trade at the mime of
tndependence

‘Were there any posttive contiibutions made by the Britsh in India?

Dizcuzs:

HDIAN ECONORMIT DEVELODMENT
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L SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. Frepare 3 Hst of geods and sarvices that were avallable 10 people in
pre-independence [mdla In ruwal and urban aress, Compars it with
the consumption pattern of such goods and services by the psopls
today. Highiight the percepuble difference m the people’s standard
of Iving

Find pictores of towns/villages, in vour wicinity: of the pre-

=nss pericd and compare thess with thatr prEsent scensric.
What changes can vou mark? Are such changes for bétter or for
wior=sT Disrnes '

3. Rally around your teacher and organise 3 group discussion on ‘Has
the zamindari system really besn abolished tn india? i tse
consensus is negative, then what measures would you think should
be taken 1o banlsh &t and why?

4 Identfy the major occupations followsd by-the people of our-country
at the tme of independence. What major occuparions do zhe paople

follew todav? In the Ught of reform pollcles, how would you visualisz
the occupattonal scenaric in Indiz 15 vears from Dow—say, 20357
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